	


Athens                                                                                      (Paqui Paredes)
The city was an amazing place, the largest in Greece. Athens controlled the land around it, a large region called Attika. Between the many mountains were fertile valleys, where farmers grew olives, grain, fruit and grapes. Athens became rich and powerful, helped by Attika's valuable sources of silver, lead and marble. 

	


	This is how the Parthenon in Athens looks today. A famous general called Perikles had this huge temple built in 432BC, for the glory of the city.

	
	
	

	In 510BC a new way of government was invented in Athens. 'Demokratia', from which we get our word 'democracy', means 'rule by the people'. Any man with full citizen rights could go to the assembly, where they could speak and vote freely. Public debates like this decided how the city was run. 

	




	Athens had law courts with trial by jury. Juries were much larger than today, with several hundred members. After listening to the evidence jurors voted by placing metal discs into one of two jars - one for guilty, one for not guilty. Punishments were decided by the court, and included the death penalty. 

We still have surviving records of ancient court cases. 
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	Water clocks like this were used in court. Why do you think they timed the speakers? The clock was filled with water when you started to speak. When all the water had run out of the hole at the bottom your time was up!
	



Ancient Greek cities had their own governments, laws and armies. The city and the land it controlled around it made up the city state.
Women did not have citizen rights. They could not take part in the assembly, or vote, or serve on juries. 

In wealthy families girls were educated to run the household of servants and slaves, and were usually married by the age of 13. In poorer families women worked alongside men, farming in the fields or running the family business.

Between a quarter and a third of Athens 300,000 population were slaves. These were men and women captured in wars or born into slavery. 

Many slaves had special skills, such as nurses and teachers, while others had the hardest and most unpleasant work to do. It was common for a rich household to have many slaves.

Athens had yearly festivals for athletics, drama and religious occasions. The city paid for these using taxes, but the wealthiest citizens of Athens were obliged to give extra help.
	In ancient Greece the Olympic games were held in honour of Zeus, King of the Gods. The games were part of a great five day festival held every four years at Olympia, a valley near a city called Elis. 

It was an opportunity for individual cities to get together and people came in large numbers from all over the Greek world. 
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At Olympia today you can still see remains of some of the buildings.

The earliest Olympic Games were held in about 776BC.
	

	Each of the cities of ancient Greece had its own government, and there were often wars between them. Messengers sent out from Elis announced a sacred truce of one month before the festival began. 

The truce meant that people could travel to Olympia in safety. The Olympic games were more important than wars because they were a religious festival. 
Women were not allowed to go to the Olympic games, but they did have their own festival at Olympia once every four years. It was called the Heraia and was held in honour of Hera, wife of Zeus. 
Corinthian soldiers played a big part in wars fought by the ancient Greeks. They fought on the same side as the other Greek cities to defeat the invasion from the Persians. 

However shortly afterwards Sparta and Athens were at war with each other and Corinth fought with Sparta against Athens. 

Greek soldiers called 'hoplites' had metal armour - helmets, shields and leg guards - and carried swords. Can you see what other weapon they are using in the picture below?

For 200 years the Corinthians sold their pottery all over the Greek world, and Corinth became a wealthy and busy trading centre.
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	The ancient Greek world was spread around the edges of the Mediterranean sea.


	The four types of government 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ancientgreece/corinth/govt.shtml" \l "#" 

Monarqchy and Aristocracy: Power held in family line. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ancientgreece/corinth/govt.shtml" \l "#" 
Tyranny: One Perso rules.
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Oligarchy: A small group rule.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ancientgreece/corinth/govt.shtml" \l "#" 
Democracy: People share power
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  The first Olympic games 776 BC

	 about 750 BC
 Early Greek culture. Homer writes the epics 'The Iliad' and the 'Odyssey'.
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 Corinth is ruled by the tyrant Kypselos and then his son Periander
 650 - 580 BC
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508 BC    Democracy begins in Athens
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 Greeks defeat Persian invaders at the battles of Marathon (490 BC)and Salamis (480 BC).
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 Athens becomes a very powerful city

	Greeks theatre thrives in Athens. Many of the most famous Greekplays are written during this time.            472 - 410 BC

	Perikles is the popular leader at Athens as the general of the Athenian army           462 - 429 BC
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 The Parthenon in Athens is finished being built. 432 BC

	 431 - 404 BC  [image: image24.jpg]


 War between Athens and Sparta (the Peloponnesian war)

	                                                                                                            Sparta defeats Athens.                     404 BC

	 Philip, king of Macedonia, takes control of Greece                                      338 BC[image: image25.jpg]




	 
Alexander the Great, son of Philip, conquers most of the known world as far east as India.                           336 - 323 BC


	Rome conquers Greece - Greece becomes part of the Roman empire             146 BC


